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About
Scientific
Syliables

What is a haiku?

A haiku is a type of Japanese
poem made up of 17 syllables
(morae) in three phrases (5, 7, 5).
Haiku traditionally tend to be
associated with nature, have a
seasonal reference (kigo) and
contain images of juxtaposition
with a cutting word between
them (a kireji).

Throughout both traditional and
modern haiku these rules have all
been broken (sometimes all at
once).

What is a Sciku?

Sciku * is a portmanteau word for scientific
haiku, the structure of haiku with science and
mathematics as subjects. However, given haiku’s
traditional association with the natural world, it
isn’t an especially great leap to get to the
scientific topics of sciku.

Trying to obey traditional haiku rules and convey
the essence of a scientific finding is tricky. So
here we have followed ideas at The Sciku Project
that is our inspiration, maintaining the 17 syllables
and line structure but maybe not upholding the
other traditional rules.
*https://thescikuproject.com

The Arts have a huge role in communicating
science to non-scientists and can be a valuable
bridging tool in helping to interpret scientific
principles.

The Haiku or Sciku is short and sweet. Anyone
can write one, but trying to distil scientific
principles and messages into this most concise
mode of communication brings a rigorous
discipline to the work that appeals to scientists.
Haiku's brevity is also ideal for Twitter with its
strict character count, so the CANN project
decided to celebrate COP26 by tweeting a
Haiku-a-day on the subject of peat's role in
combating climate change in the run-up to the
meeting in November 2021. A brief explanation
of the science behind the haiku was also given
in 180 characters or less
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Bog cotton's white flag
sighals carbon safely caught,
truce on climate change

Thin gossamer cotton heads swaying in the
summer breeze are an archetypal plant of an
active healthy bog busy sequestrating carbon
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Rewetting |CO 2 emissions, but TCH, emission:
a weak persistent effect fromm CO2 vs a strong
but short-liv fect of CH, . But in the long
term rewetti uces overall GHGs.

«  Warnings of CH, from rewetting are

unjustified.




Homeostasis
Licjuidls, solicdls and gasses
Bogs are in balance

Some think that bogs resist external change
t can then abruptly transition from one
tate to another. These sudden changes may
have significant effects on the global carbon

cle and climate system




Wildfires eat theland -
'‘Bog and forest burns brlgh

Blackened Ca"'bo_n left S :.__...

Wildfires not only give off GHGs but ¢
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Raised bog balancing
A droplet on the landscape

A raised bog often has a water table perched
higher than the surrounding land, which can be
hard to understand unless you visualise it as a
water droplet perched on the land. It is
delicately balanced, and that balance can
shift.
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Coir, plastic, sheep’s wool,

B _- we could rewet all drained peatlands the heating
 stops increasing followed by a slow decrease
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Drained peat shrinks, land dips
below surges and high tides
Wet, plump land stays high

Peat is mostly water, when you remove that water
through drainage, the land subsides and gets lower,
making it more vulnerable to flooding This is
especially important in lowland and coastal peat
soils.
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Bog, fen, mar'sh mlre, swamp
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of Seamus Heaney, our wet places have called to o
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Helicopter drops g\
heavy digger-blade cuts
carbon balancing

deep

A study showed that one year following re-vegetation, the
maghnitude of the avoided loss of carbon from areas of bare
peat will be 37 times that of the GHG emissions produced
through undertaking the work, including use of helicopters.




Cut turft warms three times:
Digging, burning and climate
Keep i_t in the ground
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Peat has played an historic role in Ireland’s
economy and culture, but this highly carbon-
inefficient fuel has no role in the future if we want to
lower our 13T per head annual GHG output

o A Ele B A 3 = ; - B
! i, : . ‘fﬁ‘ B




Are Sm—ku for you?
poetry and science méld;« &
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Diving and rising *
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On high moyntain tops‘ Fig
The sphaghum moss is growing
Makes peat from carbon

[ by Shirley Clerkin
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“Why is moss squishy?
‘Because it’s full of water

n barrel-shaped cells
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What is
The CANN
Project

The CANN project is a cross-border environment project which aims to
improve the condition of protected habitats and to support priority species
found within Northern Ireland, the Border Region of Ireland and Scotland,
allowing the region to meet key EU biodiversity targets and ensuring the
future of these internationally important habitats and species.

With €9.4 million of funding from the INTERREG VA programme the
CANN project team will produce Conservation Action Plans for a range of
sites across the jurisdictions which are designated as Special Areas of
Conservation (SACs) and accumulatively account for over 25,000
hectares of land. Direct conservation actions will be carried out on 3,650
hectares of these SACs, all with an aim to help and guide the habitats
and species found at these sites towards a favourable conservation
status.

Made up of leading government departments, local authorities, research
institutions and charities from across the three jurisdictions, the CANN
project team works together with local communities and stakeholders
towards a common goal of improving the environmental condition of
these SACs. This includes delivering educational and outreach
programmes and raising awareness of the significance of the habitats
and species found on the sites, with the aspiration of safeguarding the
conservation of these key sites and ensuring their sustainability beyond
2022 and the lifespan of the CANN project.

Contact
Us

Newry, Mourne and Down District Council
lead partner the CANN project

Monaghan Row

Newry,

CoDown

BT35 8DJ

077 08510344

www.the CANNproject.org
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All Haiku in this booklet (unless credited to others) were written by Abby McSherry, comms and outreach

officer with the CANN project



